Statutory Research: Use Editorial Annotations to Find Case Law and Regulations
Objectives
1. Use Notes to Decisions in Lexis+ to find case law that interprets a statute.
2. Use Notes of Decisions in Westlaw to find case law that interprets a statute.
3. Use Parallel Table of Authorities and Rules to find the statutory authority for regulations and cross-references to the United States Code.
Frame
Searching as Strategic Exploration

The information literacy frame is from:

ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGE AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES BOARD, FRAMEWORK FOR INFORMATION LITERACY FOR HIGHER EDUCATION, (Jan. 11, 2016) [https://archive.is/CQxRm] https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/acrl/content/issues/infolit/Framework_ILHE.pdf.

Use Notes to Decisions in Lexis+ to find case law that interprets a statute.
1. Find 29 U.S.C.S. § section 2601 in Lexis+. 
2. Using the “Notes to Decisions” tab, find citations to case law that address the purpose of 29 U.S.C.S. § 2601. Find the “Notes to Decisions” tab by clicking on “Search Terms” in the menu on the left and then clicking on “NOTES TO DECISIONS” in the new menu that appears.

Note: By clicking on the “Other Citing Sources” tab in the top menu, researchers may see other sources that have cited this statute and there are regulations included in these sources.

Use Notes of Decisions in Westlaw to find case law that interprets a statute.
3. Find 29 U.S.C.A. § 2601 in Westlaw.
4. Using the “Notes of Decisions” tab in the menu at the top, find citations to case law that address the purpose of 29 U.S.C.A. § 2601.

Note: Under the “Citing References” tab in the top menu, there is a link to federal regulations, “Regulations,” that have cited this code section.

Reflection: Compare and contrast search results
1. What Notes to Decisions did you find for the statute in Lexis+?
2. What Notes of Decisions for the statute did you find in Westlaw?
3. Why might the databases list different cases for citing decisions?

Use Parallel Table of Authorities and Rules to find the statutory authority for regulations and cross-references to the United States Code.
Open access versions of the Parallel Table of Authorities and Rules (PTOAR) are available at GovInfo.gov, a website published by the United States Government Publishing Office.

GovInfo.gov has editions of the PTOAR dating from 2009 to 2017 and more recent editions of the PTOAR as these editions exist in the CFR Index and Finding Aids.

Look up 26 U.S.C. § 9801 in the PTOAR. What titles of the C.F.R. have regulations made under the authority of that code section?
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