A Four-Step Research Plan
Step 1: Analyze the fact situation.

The TARP method is one way to analyze facts. Using the TARP method leads to additional ideas on how to research the problem.[footnoteRef:1] Under the TARP method: [1:  PUBLIC ACCESS TO LEGAL INFORMATION COMMITTEE, SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF LAW LIBRARIES, LOCATING THE LAW: A HANDBOOK FOR NON-LAW LIBRARIANS 26 (6th ed. 2018), https://scallnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Locating-the-Law-Sixth-Edition-Complete-with-links.pdf.] 

“T” is for “Thing”
· What is the subject matter? 
· What is the place? 
· What is the property?[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Id.] 


“A” is for “Cause of Action”
· What provides the basis for bringing a lawsuit?
· Are there any defenses?[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Id.] 


“R” is for “Relief sought”
What is the plaintiff requesting?[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Id.] 


“P” is for “Persons or Parties involved”
Who is involved?
How are those involved related to one another?[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Id.] 


Step 2: Write down the legal issue (or issues) that you are researching.
· Sometimes, you may need to use a secondary source such as a legal dictionary or legal encyclopedia to get an overview of the topic before writing your issue statement.
· You may need to modify your issue statement as you conduct research.

Step 3: Select databases and other search tools for researching the issues you identified in Step 2.
· You may need to modify your search strategies as you conduct research.
Step 4: Check for new developments.
· Has a case been overruled?
· Has a statute been repealed?
· Is there pending legislation?
· Use a citator such as Shepard’s (LexisNexis), KeyCite (Westlaw), or BCite (Bloomberg Law).
· Set alerts in databases.
· Follow legal blogs on the topic or relevant accounts in social media platforms.
You may not need to do every step of the research process every time.
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