The Vape Shop Exercise
Name:
Date:

Objective

Research state law (with an emphasis on county ordinances) and federal law to determine how the law applies to Cinderella and Pinocchio’s plan to open a vape shop.

Applicable Information Literacy Frame

Searching as Strategic Exploration

The information literacy frame is from:
ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGE AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES BOARD, FRAMEWORK FOR INFORMATION LITERACY FOR HIGHER EDUCATION, (Jan. 11, 2016) [https://archive.is/CQxRm] https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/acrl/content/issues/infolit/Framework_ILHE.pdf. 

Sources
· Montgomery County Code (available at Legislative Information Management System and American Legal Publishing)
· Maryland Code
· Code of Federal Regulations


Fact Pattern*

Cinderella is planning to open a vape shop in the State of Maryland with her business partner Pinocchio. Cinderella and Pinocchio will not market their e-cigarettes to teenagers and will only sell to people aged 21 and older. In addition, they aim to help people quit smoking traditional cigarettes and will manufacture and sell a line of vapes marketed as a product to help people quit smoking. They will allow vaping at the shop and will also sell candy bars there.

Cinderella and Pinocchio have their eyes on a nice building which happens to be near a middle school in Bethesda.

Cinderella recently purchased a vending machine to sell the shop’s vapes and candy bars. The vending machine will be in a mall that is a mile away from any school, library, or recreational facility. Cinderella plans to place the vending machine in a mall that is a mile away from any school, library, or recreational facility.

How does the law apply to Cinderella and Pinocchio’s plan to open a vape shop?

Questions

Answer the following questions in your response:
1. What does state law say about where Cinderella and Pinocchio’s vape shop may be located?
2. To whom may Cinderella and Pinocchio sell vapes?
3. How does state law apply to the location of vending machines that sell tobacco products? Is there an applicable federal law?
* This is a legal research hypothetical problem and is a work of fiction. While this legal research problem is designed to simulate the type of questions and research that a practicing attorney may encounter, any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental. All names and places are used fictitiously.
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