Critical Information Literacy Lesson Plan
Objective

Think critically about the source of the information and the context in which the source presents the information.

Standards Met

Critically evaluate information by examining the authority, credibility, currency, and authenticity of information.  (ABA Standard 302(d); AALL Principles & Standards for Legal Research Competency Principle III; ACRL Information Literacy Competency Standards for Journalism Students and Professionals Standard Three – Evaluate for Accuracy and Fairness)

Texts to read before class:
California State University, Chico, M. L. (2010, September 17). Evaluating Information - Applying the CRAAP Test. Retrieved from https://www.csuchico.edu/lins/handouts/eval_websites.pdf

Ebert, R. (1998, September). Brother, Can You Spare a Dime? A Quote! A Quote! My Micropayments for a Quote! Yahoo! Internet Life, 4(9), 66. Retrieved from https://archive.org/details/YahooV04N09/page/n25

International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions. (n.d.). How to Spot Fake News. Retrieved from https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/hq/topics/info-society/images/how_to_spot_fake_news.pdf

Levitt, C. A. (2010). Appendix I: Web Site Credibility Checklist. In Google for lawyers: essential search tips and productivity tools (pp. 488-92). Chicago, Ill.: Law Practice Management Section, American Bar Association.

Loeffler, E., I. (n.d.). Courtroom Pinocchio: Credibility for Lawyers and Witnesses. GPSolo Magazine, July/August 2011. Retrieved from https://www.americanbar.org/groups/gpsolo/publications/gp_solo/2011/july_august/courtroom_pinocchio_credibility_lawyers_witnesses/

Vaidhyanathan, S. (2011). The Googlization of Memory. In The Googlization of everything: (and why we should worry) (pp. 174-98). Berkeley: University of California Press.

Introduction
Discuss critical information literacy and the framework, “Authority is Constructed and Contextual” from the Association of College and Research Libraries’ Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education.

Application
Students discuss answers to the questions below.  Their discussion is informed by the assigned readings and their own experiences conducting research.  Students may discuss the answers in small groups or as a whole class.

1. How do you define critical information literacy?  Discuss why you included the terms within your definition.  Give examples that illustrate your definition of critical information literacy.

2. What makes information credible?  What makes a source credible? Make a list.

3. Make a list of myths about conducting research on the Internet.  For each myth, list a fact about Internet research.

4. What are examples of information overload?  What are strategies of managing information overload?  Make a list.

5. In 1998, Roger Ebert said, “Because there are so many things to be searched for and such a large number of places they might be found, subscription sites will not succeed.”  Do you agree with this statement?  Why or why not?  

Roger Ebert also said, “Doing research on the Web is like using a library assembled piecemeal by pack rats and vandalized nightly.”  How might a researcher preserve the results of Internet-based research?

Each group reports what they have discussed to the whole class.


Conclusion
End the lesson with a discussion on how to evaluate information and the importance of fact-checking.

How do you evaluate information?
1. Ask questions.
2. Check the source.
3. Get information from a variety of sources.

Highlight the following websites for fact-checking:
· Snopes.com
· Politifact
· FactCheck.org
Sometimes you will need to use subscription databases, government websites, or visit your local library for more specialized resources.
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